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“The Cuban Blame

- Ay Walfer Lippmann noted in his dev-
tastatmg arlicle of yesterday, the Cuban
' blunder has reflected great d]'ic edlt on
. almost everyone who was a par ty o it,
fromine aFI=A0d “the Joint
i Chiefs to the President and most of his
. foreign policy advisers.

‘But the indictment can‘6t stop with
»those at the top. For aﬁong with the
ymomentous sins of commxssmn by the
-planners and executors - of - the fiasco,
there were also the sins of - o’mvsmon on
the part of those whose function-in a de-
mocracy is to inform, and to question,
»and to criticize. ]

The fact that this nation was sponsor-
ing an inva _?théoa Wwas .an ex-
{ tremely open secre% before the
Imvasmn attempt too &Iﬁace The press
'repomm'%'s'fmmonth that guerrilla
| forces were being trained under US.
| auspices in camps here and in Central
' America. It was perfectly clear what
!they were being trained for; and it was
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clear that this violated the spirit, if n®
the letter, of the tharter of the Organiza-
tion of American States which declares.
over our signature that “no state or
group of states has the right to inter-

?é 1rect1y or indirectly for any rea-
son ﬂatever in the infernal or external
afidfrs of any, other state.” ‘

w%t,gd with these facts, the -
press did n% speak. out, I’EH prot?s‘f' nor
did those in Congress who coulé nofshave
failed to see wh'a§ was commg Whether
through fear of seeming unpatriotic, or
through blind faith that those in charge
knew what they were domg, the voices
that should have been heard.were silent.
It was not untjl |

he venture ‘had failed ,
115 moralibmand as ques-
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that its o
thl‘l d )
“THis is hard to excuse. It speaks
poorly for the press, and it speaks poor-
ly for the ability of a democratic society '
to bring public opinion to bear against
rash policies in time to prevent theiry!
execution. Such an abdication of pub\
lic responelblhty cannot be brushed asxde
by putting all the blame on the execu- »’
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